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November 2021 

Rector’s Annual Meeting Report 

I can remember thinking and saying last year, and hearing other 
people say it:  remember, we don’t want to go BACK to normal, we want to 
go FORWARD to our new normal….  People saw our social distancing pause 
as a chance at a reset of sorts.  When things started opening up again, we 
could be more intentional about all sorts of things; we had hoped that we 
could choose to be good stewards of this really difficult time; and we could 
make choices so that our new normal would be more just and more kind. 

Now I realize we don’t have a choice in the matter.  There is no going 
back to normal.  The normal that existed before COVID shut our world 
down—that is gone.  That’s true in every aspect of our lives: how we 
connect with our loved ones and our work life (and by work I mean both 

paid and volunteer labor).  It is true about our entertainment, our hobbies, our schools, our church; 
everything has changed.  There have been some big changes, really big changes, and some little 
changes.  But more than ever it seems true: change is everywhere. 

Things have changed here at St. Luke’s…a lot, and it feels especially overwhelming now 
because we’ve been away from the building and each other for so long.  It’s been easy to put off 
accepting the absence of the folks who have moved AND the folks who have died because we haven’t 
had to face that empty pew or to realize we miss having them hand us our bulletin on Sunday 
morning.  But as we come back to the building and start gathering in person we notice: things have 
changed. 

And that’s the blessing and curse of being an organization made up of a community of people 
instead of being just a building with staff that provides services.  The presence or absence of each 
member of the community matters. 

Your presence matters.  Now.  We’ve seen over the past year that virtual presence matters like 
flesh and blood presence does, and many of us, though not all of us, managed to feel pretty connected 
via virtual worship. 

In the months ahead, we will continually be reminded that St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is made 
of people, and some of our people aren’t here anymore.  When it hurts your heart to miss someone, 
please know that your presence means just as much to others as that person you are missing, just as 
much as their presence matters to you. 

(Annual Report continued on page 4) 

 

Jessica Hitchcock 
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PARISH 

The ACTS is now distributed electronically using the email address that we have for you on file in the 
office.  If you did not receive it, please update your email address.  admin@stlukesbethesda.org. 

If you do not see your birthday listed during the year, please contact the office. 

November Special Dates 

 1 November All Saints Day 
  Maryland Emancipation Day 
 2 November Book Lovers 
 5 November Men’s Shelter Dinner 
  5th-8th Grade Youth Group 
 7 November Daylight Savings ends 
  All Saints Sunday 
 11 November Veterans’ Day; office closed 
 17 November Zoom Movie Night 
 25 November Thanksgiving 
 28 November Advent 1 
  Hannukah begins 

November Birthdays 
William Leal 1 
Jim Mills 7 
Dalton Andrews 8 
Daniel Curtin 10 
Kate Legates 12 
George Flett 15 
Andrew Metzger-Sloan 19 
Jack Metzger-Sloan 19 
Brenda Curtis-Heiken 21 
Colleen Hermach 21 
Michelle Canick 24 
Mike Votaw 25 
Claudia Henemyre 28 

December Birthdays 
Larry Legates 2 
Movita Hercules 3 
Michele Greco 6 
Anna Votaw 7 
Carol Grattan 8 
Maggie Pearson 9 
Bill Casson 10 
Ken Swab 12 
Max Bergeron 15 
Vonda O'Sullivan 15 
Stewart Rouleau 16 
John Elsbree 18 
Miranda Marks 18 
Tom Canick 19 
Mary Dufour 23 
Oliver Stewart 24 
Diane Fox 26 
Jim Marks 26 

Leslyn Thorne 26 
Andi Pringle 27 
Dan Eberly 27 
Daphne Legates 27 
Nathan Henemyre 28 
Rebecca Huckabay 28 
Lisa Secrest 29 
Erica James 30 

December Special Dates 

 3 December Men’s Shelter Dinner 
 5 December Advent II 
 10 December 5th-8th Grade Youth Group 
 11 December Brass & Nativity 
 12 December Advent III 
 19 December Advent IV 
 24 December Christmas Eve 
 25 December Christmas Day 
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SENIOR WARDEN 

Mike Bernier 

 Warden’s Word 

While I write this column just before the annual meeting, you are 
reading it after the meeting and after the election of new vestry mem-
bers.  Much like the calendar year, the church’s “annual year” is a time 
for reflection.  St. Luke’s had a good year between October 2020 and 
October 2021 thanks to the strong leadership we have in Jessica, hard-
working staff and deacons, a working vestry, and dedicated long-term 
parishioners who rolled up their sleeves to keep our connections and 
ministries alive and well. 

The good news is that our Finances are strong; we had a budget 
surplus in 2020.  The vestry voted to save roughly one-third of the 
budget surplus, target one-third to support community engagement, 
and to give one-third to the diocese to help them meet most pressing 

needs in our community.  While finances were in good shape and the building empty, much needed 
building maintenance was begun.  On the other hand, the number of pledges has decreased from the 
loss of parishioners who moved or passed away, and the pandemic has limited growth.  Future vitality 
depends on our ability to grow, something we are well poised to do. 

To that end, the vestry established five working groups to address short and long-term needs of 
the church: annual giving; leadership development; children and youth engagement; church security; 
and online worship. 

The vestry also quickly approved funds for equipment to enhance our online worship.  We se-
cured a company to livestream the 10 am service.  Volunteers painstakingly installed the necessary 
cameras.  Instead of just streaming the livestream service, we wrapped it into a Zoom get-together so 
we can continue personal interactions for those of us for whom online worship works best.  While eve-
ry church in the diocese has had a different experience during the pandemic, St. Luke’s online worship 
has been cited by many in diocesan leadership as one of the more vibrant offerings.  We will continue 
that online worship as an opportunity to enhance our worship, retain parishioners, and attract new-
comers.  Attendees of the online services have appreciated that opportunity and been extremely pa-
tient when things do not always go as planned. 

St. Luke’s remains a strong, vibrant community thanks to all of you, with nudges by the Holy 
Spirit.  We could not do the work of the church without all of you. 

Mike Bernier 
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PARISH 

We really are at a critical moment in the life of the world in general, and specifically in the life 
of St. Luke’s.  We’ve started.  This is the year when we will set ourselves earnestly to the work of 
figuring out what God’s dream for our new normal is.  And I hope that it is something we can all do 
together, not just the staff and not just the vestry.  I hope we can all pay attention and pray attention 
and work and experiment and adjust as we listen for who God is calling us to be and the labor God is 
calling us to do. 

The Collect for the Feast Day of St. Luke the Evangelist offers this prayer: “Make us, like Luke, 
helpers, healers, and bearers of hope.”  I see and sense in the people of St. Luke’s a longing to do this, 
to be helpers and healers and bearers of hope.  I see it and sense it in your prayers and in the way you 
live your lives, in the questions you ask, and the values you hold.  I know I speak for the entire staff 
when I say that we are honored to serve God alongside you and to answer that call with you. 

Annual Giving letters are being sent out, and that is one way, one important way, that you can 
contribute towards St. Luke’s finding our new normal.  I’ll be blunt; we have had significant givers die 
or move away this year.  This year’s annual giving campaign is going to be a bigger stretch than it has 
been in the past few years.  But the blessing in that is that this is an opportunity for us to fill in the 
middle, to spread out the financial support of this community more evenly and more broadly, and this 
shift would make our financial situation more sustainable long-term. 

Now this feels scary for me to say, but even more than supporting the ministry of this church 
through a financial gift, St. Luke’s needs you to support it with your time and energy, your presence, 
and your prayers.  That’s the blessing and curse of being an organization made up of a community of 
people instead of being just a building with staff that provides services:  Your being a part of this 
community, an active, in the thick of it, member of this community makes a difference.  I can think of 
one parishioner who laments not being able to DO MORE for the church but faithfully gathers every 
Wednesday to lift up the prayers of this community.  Their presence matters.  Your presence matters. 

As we look to the coming months, I’m excited about many things.  I’m hopeful for pancake 
suppers and ashes to go and foot washing and supper group and talking with the ladies at the women’s 
shelter and children’s church and youth group and mixing our voices together in song, praising our 
loving creator.  But I’m most excited about welcoming new faces to St. Luke’s.  That’s been hard to do, 
not impossible but really hard, when we were gathering virtually. 

As we emerge from the  pandemic, I ask for you to invest in the future of St. Luke’s community.  
This isn’t true of every church, but it is true of this church: it is a church made up of people, so when I 
ask for you to invest, and it’s a big ask, I am asking you to give of your whole self to this church.  
Commit to being part of the tapestry that makes this a wonderful place for folks to come and hear the 
Good News of God in Christ, that God loves us each and every one no matter what, and that God calls 
and equips each and every one of us to be helpers, healers, and bearers of hope in the world we live in, 
the world God created with love, the world Jesus came to transform with love. 

Jessica 

(Annual Report continued from page 1) 

Calling all 5th to 8th Graders!!    In-Person Youth Group meeting! 

7 to 9 pm:  November 7 and December 10 
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 BOOKLOVERS 

Our last meeting of the year will be on November 2 at 7:30 pm and we’ll discuss The Other 
Madison: The Lost History of a President’s Black Family by Betty Kearse via Zoom.  This book is non-

fiction and Nancy Reding will lead the discussion.  

In January we’ll be joined by Dr. Linda Freeman for a discussion of Civil 
Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau.  This should be widely 
available in bookstores or on-line at  

https://www.thoreau-online.org/civil-disobedience.html. 

Are there books you’d love to discuss with the group?  Book 
suggestions for 2022 can be sent to Nancy Reding through 
November.  She’ll compile the list and then the group will vote on its 

five favorites.   

If you’d like to be on the Booklovers email list, please email Nancy Reding.    
All are welcome!  You can come and go as you like.   

Nancy Reding 

 

 

RESCHEDULED! 

Movie Discussion Wednesday, November 17th 

Movie starts at 6 pm  (Zoom) 

Discussion starts at 7:30 pm 

In the new documentary “My Name Is Pauli Murray,” filmmakers 
Betsy West and Julie Cohen paint a picture of an unsung trailblazer who 
remains relatively unknown despite her lasting influence on American 
society.  Episcopalians know her as the first African American woman to be 
ordained a priest and as a pioneer in the struggles for racial and gender 
equality.  Part of what makes Murray significant today was her commitment 
to intersectionality: the idea that social justice movements for different groups should support each 
other rather than work alone.  As a Black woman experiencing discrimination based on both her race 
and her gender—a situation she described as “Jane Crow”—Murray supported the civil rights and 
feminist movements.  Murray died in 1985, and she was added to the book commemorating Episcopal 
Saints and Holy Days, Holy Women, Holy Men, in 2012. 

Murray quotes: 

I will resist every attempt to categorize me, to place me in some caste, 
or to assign me to some segregated pigeonhole. 

When my brothers try to draw a circle to exclude me, I shall draw a 
larger circle to include them. 

Jessica 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 
Upcoming 35th Anniversary Virtual Gala; Holiday Giving Opportunities 

Samaritan Ministry’s 35th Annual Fall Gala takes place on Saturday, November 6th, from 7 to 
8 pm!  The Gala will be held virtually again this year.  Please plan to join the fun and bid on great 
baskets and other items donated to the silent auction.  Co-Emcees are Former Executive Director     
Ms. R. Carter Echols and Board Leader Rev. William B. Lewis.  Watch the E-News for the link! 

Thanksgiving and Christmas are also fast approaching, and St. Luke’s is always generous in 
helping Samaritan Ministry participants and families.  This year Samaritan Ministry is only collecting 
$25 gift cards from specific retailers.  NO CASH OR GIFTS. 

Thanksgiving gift cards from either Giant, Safeway, Walmart, or Target can be left in the 
labeled box in the church foyer by Sunday, November 7th. 

Christmas gift cards from either Target, Walmart, MasterCard, and Visa can be left in the 
labeled box in the church foyer by Sunday, December 5th. 

If you would like to donate directly to Samaritan Ministry instead, you can do so online at  
samaritanministry.org.  Thanks to the wonderful St. Luke’s congregation for their kindness.  
Questions?  Contact your Samaritan Ministry Parish Representatives DeAtley Barish at or Peter 
Stelnyk. 

Marta Montoro 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 
 

Budget Resource Update 

The Community Engagement Committee is grateful to the Vestry and the Finance Ministry for 
their prudent financial management that allowed for a one-time budgetary authorization of $7,000 
from the 2019 church budget overage.  After prayerful consideration and discussion, the Committee 
elected in September to share the additional resources with the following organizations doing God’s 
work in the world (see the table on the next page).  

These decisions were based in part on Bishop Mariann’s summer message to the parish about 
Diocesan priorities of racial justice and gun violence prevention; local grassroots organizations 
assisting families affected by the pandemic, which St. Luke’s has served on an in-kind basis for 18 
months; and in response to both current events and recent parish fundraising efforts. 

The Committee is also grateful to have been granted a 2020 budget overage; these funds will 
be held to finance another “Rise Against Hunger” event during the next 12-18 months.  The 
remainder of these funds will be kept in case of emergencies, potential new requests, and to establish 
a financial cushion for future Committee work.   

Many thanks to parishioners for all our pledges that allow St. Luke’s financial resources to be 
shared more broadly, supporting additional non-profit organizations that “strive for justice and peace 
among all people, respecting the dignity of every human being” in keeping with our Baptismal 
Covenant. 

Marta Montoro 

Miranda and Deb thank 
everyone who faced the 
elements to share some 
musical favorites at the 

outdoor Judy & Joni concert. 
Special thanks to Dana Smith 

and Dan Lewis 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

2019 Budget Overage Allocation to Community Engagement 

 

 

Amount Organization Purpose 

$500 
Bread for the 

World 
Collective Christian advocacy group urging the U.S. 
Congress to end hunger domestically and abroad 

$500 
UNICEF USA (U.N. 
Children’s Fund) 

Support for worldwide COVID vaccine distribution 

$500 Casa Ruby 
The only bilingual LGBTQIA organization in the DC area; also 
provides housing and social services to immigrants and 
refugees 

$500 
Small Things 

Matter 
Grassroots organization providing food aid and more to 
families in eastern Montgomery County 

$500 
So What Else (Can 

We Do To Help) 
Grassroots youth service organization that also provides 
food aid to families affected by COVID 

$500 
Poor People’s 

Campaign 

A National Call for Moral Revival: Combatting systemic 
racism, poverty, and ecological devastation; founded to 
continue MLK Jr’s work 

$1,000 
Everytown for Gun 

Safety 

The largest gun violence prevention organization in the U.S.; 
works to introduce evidence-based solutions in every town, 
with 6M members 

$1,000 
Equal Justice 

Initiative 

Committed to ending mass incarceration and excessive 
punishment in the U.S.; to challenging racial and economic 
justice, and protecting basic human rights; founded by Bryan 
Stephenson 

$1,000 
Southern Poverty 

Law Center 

A catalyst for racial justice in the southern U.S. and beyond, 
working to dismantle white supremacy, strengthen 
intersectional movements, and advance human rights 

$1,000 
Lutheran 

Immigration & 
Refugee Services 

Resettlement support for those arriving from Afghanistan 

$7,000 
TOTAL   
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FINANCE 

FINANCE REPORT SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCE $100,251 * YTD September = 75% of the year 

Budget Analysis:  Due to COVID restrictions and the closure of the building, donations for Plate, 
Flowers, and Use by Outside Organizations were all under budget.  Pledges were slightly over budget.  
Expenses for employee compensation, Church Activities, and Parish Operations were all under budget. 
Community Engagement was over budget and Diocesan Asking was equal to budget, resulting in Net 
Revenue of $50,833 for September 2021. 

Thank you!  Your continued support is very impressive during these challenging times. 

All financial obligations for the year to date have been met and bills paid.    

If you need to be reimbursed for a purchase or need the Treasurer to pay an invoice, please send an 
email to the office at admin@stlukesbethesda.org.  All requests for extra money or donations by 
committees, individuals or church members, should have prior approval of the Vestry before solicitation. 

Susan Casson, Acting Treasurer 

  2021 ‘21 Actual % of ‘21 

  Budget Thru Sept Budget * 

RECEIPTS     

Offering Plate  $    20,000 $    5,267 26% 

Pledge Payments  470,000 381,419 81% 

Donations for Facilities  30,000 17,462 58% 

Altar Flower Donations  1,000 360 36% 

Miscellaneous   7,834  

Operating Receipts  521,000 412,342 79% 
     

EXPENSES     

Compensations  $  327,094 $  224,462 69% 

Church Activities  14,750 7,854 53% 

Parish Operations  113,500 71,389 63% 

Community Engagement (Outreach)  22,000 18,800 85% 

Diocesan Giving  52,000 39,004 75% 

Operating Expenses  529,344 361,509 68% 

Surplus/(Deficit)  (8,344) 50,833  

Additional Funding – reserves   8,344 0  

Net Revenue  $         0 $   50,833  
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CALENDAR 

November 2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
31 
Wear Your Costume 

to Church!! 
8:00 AM                        

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                   

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                
Bethesda Youth AA 

1 
Maryland 
Emancipation 
Day 

2 
2:00 PM            

Staff 
Meeting 

7:30 PM 
Booklovers 
(Zoom) 

3 
12:00 PM      

Zoom Service 

4 5 
Men's 

Shelter 
Dinner 

7:00 PM   
5th-8th 
Grade 
Youth 
Group 

6 
1:00 PM 

McDonell 
funeral 

5:00 PM         
Zoom 
Service 

6:30 PM      
Cristo es        
la Roca 

7 
All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Savings ends 
8:00 AM                       

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                   

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                      
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                      
Bethesda Youth AA 

8 
6:30 PM    

Prison 
Ministry 
(Zoom) 

9 
2:00 PM             

Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Finance 
Meeting 

10 
12:00 PM      

Zoom Service 

11 
Veterans’ Day 
Office closed 

12 13 
5:00 PM          

In-person 
service 

6:30 PM    
Cristo es        
la Roca 

14 
8:00 AM                       

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                    

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                    
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                       
Bethesda Youth AA 

15 16 
2:00 PM     

Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Vestry 
Meeting 

17 
12:00 PM     

Zoom Service 
6:00 PM       

Zoom Movie 
Night:           
“My Name is 
Pauli Murray” 

7:30 PM          
Pauli Murray 
Discussion 
begins 

18 19 20 
5:00 PM     

Zoom 
Service 

6:30 PM    
Cristo es        
la Roca 

21 
8:00 AM                      

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                    

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                    
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                   
Bethesda Youth AA 

22 23 
2:00 PM         

Staff 
Meeting 

24 
12:00 PM        

Zoom Service 

25 
Thanksgiving 
Office closed 

26 
Office closed 

27 
5:00 PM    

Zoom 
Service 

6:30 PM    
Cristo es        
la Roca 

28 
Advent I 
8:00 AM                      

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                       

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                    
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                 
Bethesda Youth AA 

29 30 
2:00 PM          

Staff 
Meeting 

1 
12:00 PM             

Zoom Service 

2 3 
Men's 

Shelter 
Dinner 

4 
5:00 PM    

Zoom 
Service 

6:30 PM    
Cristo es        
la Roca 
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December 2021  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
Advent I 
8:00 AM                   

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                  

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                   
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                    
Bethesda Youth AA 

29 30 
2:00 PM       

Staff 
Meeting 

1 
12:00 PM       

Zoom Service 

2 3 
Men's Shelter 

Dinner 

4 
5:00 PM   

Zoom 
Service 

6:30 PM   
Cristo es      
la Roca 

5 
Advent II 
8:00 AM                   

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM               
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM               
Bethesda Youth AA 

6 7 
2:00 PM         

Staff 
Meeting 

8 
12:00 PM        

Zoom Service 

9 10 
7:00 PM      

5th-8th 
Grade Youth 
Group 

11 
2:00 PM      

Brass & 
Nativity 

5:00 PM          
In-person 
service 

6:30 PM  
Cristo es      
la Roca 

12 
Advent III 
8:00 AM                  

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                   

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                  
Bethesda Youth AA 

13 
6:30 PM 

Prison 
Ministry 
(Zoom) 

14 
2:00 PM    

Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Finance 
Meeting 

15 
12:00 PM    

Zoom Service 

16 17 18 
5:00 PM   

Zoom 
Service 

6:30 PM    
Cristo es      
la Roca 

19 
Advent IV 
8:00 AM                  

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                     

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                 
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                     
Bethesda Youth AA 

20 21 
2:00 PM          

Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Vestry 
Meeting 

22 
12:00 PM                

Zoom Service 

23 24 
Christmas 

Eve 
5:00 PM       

In-person 
& Zoom 
Worship 

9:00 PM       
In-person 
& Zoom 
Worship 

25 
Christmas 

Day 
 
6:30 PM   

Cristo es      
la Roca 

26 
8:00 AM                   

In-person Worship 
10:00 AM                   

Zoom & In-person 
Worship 

5:00 PM                 
Cristo es la Roca 

8:00 PM                  
Bethesda Youth AA 

27 
Office closed 

28 
Office closed 
2:00 PM         

Staff 
Meeting 

29 
Office closed 
12:00 PM           

Zoom Service 

30 
Office closed 

31 
Office closed 

1 
New Year’s 

Day 
5:00 PM   

Zoom 
Service 

6:30 PM             
Cristo es      
la Roca 



St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Phone:  301-530-1800       Fax:  301-530-1802 

 

email:  admin@stlukesbethesda.org 
 

website:  www.stlukesbethesda.org 

 

THE REV. JESSICA K. HITCHCOCK 
Rector 

email:  jessica@stlukesbethesda.org 
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